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What is a Brownfield?..
Defined by U.S Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) as 

"real property, and the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of 
which may be complicated by the 
presence or potential presence 
of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contamination."



CoopertiveCoopertive effort of  effort of  
DNR and Iowa Dept. DNR and Iowa Dept. 
of Economic of Economic 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Average of Average of 
$500,000+ per $500,000+ per yeardyeard
from CERCLA from CERCLA §§128(a)128(a)

Focus on smaller Focus on smaller 
projects and rural projects and rural 
communitiescommunities



Program ResourcesProgram Resources
-- Site Specific AssessmentsSite Specific Assessments
-- Revolving Loan Fund / GrantsRevolving Loan Fund / Grants
-- Technical ReviewsTechnical Reviews
-- Land Recycling ProgramLand Recycling Program
-- Research and ResourcesResearch and Resources



DNR technical staff can conduct on-
site “Phase II “ investigation and 
sampling
Technology of equipment allows for 
“real time” sample analysis
Process increases efficiency of 
investigations as DNR is both 
consultant and reviewer

Site Specific AssessmentsSite Specific Assessments



$250K available
Administered through IDED
Available for remediation/clean 
up
60% loan, 40% grant
Flexible loan terms

Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)Revolving Loan Fund (RLF)



Up to $25,000 per siteUp to $25,000 per site
Matching grant Matching grant 
Costs for Costs for 
cleanup/remediationcleanup/remediation
No demolition, site No demolition, site 
restoration, constructionrestoration, construction

““MiniMini”” Cleanup Grants through IDNRCleanup Grants through IDNR
CERCLA CERCLA §§ 128(a)128(a)



Expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of a site 
is complicated by the presence, or potential 
presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, 
or contaminant 

Will protect human health and the 
environment, and
Either promote economic development, or
Enable the creation of, or preserve, 
greenspace, or non-profit use

Exclusions of site eligibility include:
NPL, CERCLA court order, Federal 

ownership

Site Eligibility for Financial AssistanceSite Eligibility for Financial Assistance



Voluntary Program
Property stakeholders assess site
Completion of appropriate cleanup 
or “institutional controls”
Receive certification of completion 
by Iowa DNR
Provides for limited liability 
protection concerning the 
contamination
No EPA action at site in future

Land Recycling Program (LRP)Land Recycling Program (LRP)



DNR technical and 
environmental staff available 
for Phase II reviews
Can assist with “environmental 
anxiety” issues
Can assist in negotiations and 
resource direction

Technical ReviewsTechnical Reviews



For more information contact:For more information contact:

Mel PinsMel Pins

Iowa DNRIowa DNR

515515--281281--84898489

mel.pins@dnr.state.ia.usmel.pins@dnr.state.ia.us
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